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Software Design
a. Software call graph b. Data flow diagram

Description of Software Design



The IR transponder code has both a transmitter module and a receiver module. Both the transmitter and
receiver are finite state machines that change state at a fixed rate based on timer interrupts. The
transmitter FSM updates at the baud rate of the IR transmission. The receiver FSM updates at a rate 8
times that of the baud rate to achieve asynchronous transmission via oversampling. The transmission
protocol is fault tolerant and operates at a bit rate half that of the baud rate. The carrier frequency of the
IR is 38 kHz, and each bit of the transmission consists of multiple pulses at 38 kHz. These pulses are
generated using the PWM hardware on the TM4C, allowing the transmitter FSM to update at the baud
rate and just switch the PWM on and off at the baud rate

Each bit of data is sent using two bits in the transmission. A data 0 is sent with 01, and a data 1 is sent
with 10. This way there is never more than two bits in the transmission that are the same value. This
prevents data loss if the transmission gets blocked partway through or the IR receivers are saturated by
another signal transmitting at the same time. The start condition is 0000, which prevents small bursts of
IR from inadvertently starting the receiver sequence. Using this protocol, the receiver is very unlikely to
receive anything other than the intended data.

The other components are much simpler. Button debouncing is achieved using a single periodic interrupt
which samples the buttons at a rate low enough to ignore bounces. The buzzer is operated with the PWM
hardware and only outputs square waves. The display is updated as needed, so when a number needs to
change on the display only that area of the screen is overwritten. This allows the display to update quickly
despite the slow speed of the I2C connection.

Measurement Data

Testpoint 2 current measurement:
without launchpad: 4.39mA
With launchpad: 65mA

Mistakes and Near-Misses
a. The buzzer output pin is on PA6, which luckily just happened to be a PWM port, but we made the

mistake of not double-checking ahead of time. We got lucky here.
b. Use of the LP2950-3.3 regulator was chosen in possible error, as its current output is only

100mA. However, we should have chosen the TPS73633DRBT (or a through hole equivalent)
that is used on the TM4C Launchpad board, as it supplies 400mA at 3.3V. Explanation for why
the LP2950-3.3 was used stems from its use in Lab 6.

c. All receiver and shoot pins should’ve all been on the same port. The third receiver was placed on
PE4, when it should have been put on one of the PB ports instead with the rest of the IR
interfaces. This mistake just makes it a little bit more of a pain to program, but will still work.

d. More thorough checks for shorts during soldering would have been helpful.
e. All pre-populated parts done by JLCPCB should’ve been placed on the same side as the TM4C

chip so we could’ve used the oven. We ended up having a short when soldering by hand which
basically bricked the whole board.

f. Place all of the adjacent test points with standardized offsets so we don’t have to snip individual
pins.



g. Didn’t add heartbeat LED on the PCB itself.
h. For case, didn’t add a hole for the power switch, but with the PCB design it can be placed to be

accessible, but we forgot about that. This forced us to have to open the enclosure everytime we
wanted to turn off the power, but that was still very easy.

i. The clip holding the battery could’ve been more precise.
j. The enclosure handle was a little too large for the battery, as well as not bolted together, so it was

open on parts of it.


